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November 8, 2000

Dear Citizens: 

I am pleased to present Howard County’s blueprint for the future – General Plan 2000, which examines the issues that are most likely to
influence our County over the next 20 years.  This document enables us to be proactive in establishing our policies and taking actions that
best respond to the County’s future needs and opportunities. General Plan 2000 will guide County decision making in a wide range of areas.
It is the basis for decisions relating to development, land preservation, environmental protection and community conservation. It also
establishes official housing, population and employment forecasts which are used by County and State agencies to define service and budget
needs.

General Plan 2000 reflects recommendations made by the General Plan Task Force, the citizens who attended public meetings held by the
Planning Board and  County Council, and suggestions sent by mail and e-mail.  In response to your ideas and concerns, my administration
and the County Council worked cooperatively to refine this document into the adopted General Plan 2000 presented here.

As in all business your government conducts, the opinions you have about the way the General Plan 2000 will be implemented are
important.  There will be many opportunities for public input on the various legislative, budget, and planning initiatives necessary for us
to accomplish the policies we have set forth here to guide Howard County into the future.  I encourage you to take the opportunity to
express your views as we move forward. 

Sincerely,

James N. Robey
County Executive
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November 8, 2000

Dear Howard County Resident:

The 2000 Howard County General Plan is the product of over eighteen months of effort by local government, citizens, and businesses
representing a major shift in the direction of planning for the future of Howard County and Howard County communities. This plan
acknowledges the need to plan for a maturing, rather than developing, county. 

Shaping of  the 2000 General Plan was propelled by issues of communities as they age, re-development rather than development,
conservation rather than growth.  The plan also recognizes our changing demographics, particularly the need to accommodate a growing
senior population which wishes to remain an active part of Howard County.  Most importantly, this plan clearly affirms the principle
and importance of the role of community in implementing the policies of the 2000 General Plan.

On behalf of the County Council, it is with a great deal of pride and satisfaction that I join the County Executive in  presenting the
blueprint for Howard County for the next 20 years.

Sincerely,

Mary C. Lorsung
Chairperson
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County Council

of Howard County, Maryland

Council Bill No. 45 2000 Legislative Session

WHEREAS, the Howard County Department of Planning and

Zoning prepared a 2000 General Plan for Howard County following

guidelines promulgated by the Planning Board and adopted by the

County Council in Resolution 135-1999; and

WHEREAS, the 2000 General Plan includes, but is not limited to pol-

icies and action plans for land use, regional coordination,

transportation, the farm economy, solid waste, and the environment;

and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board held a hearing on the proposed 2000

General Plan on May 8, 2000 and issued its recommendations on June

29, 2000; and

WHEREAS, the County Executive has submitted to the County

Council a Proposed 2000 General Plan for Howard County, consisting

of the 2000 General Plan as reviewed by the Planning Board.

BE IT ENACTED by the County Council of Howard County, Mary-

land this 8th day of November, 2000, that the 2000 General Plan for

Howard County, Maryland as attached hereto and incorporated herein

is hereby adopted as the General Plan for Howard County.
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